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LIFESTYLE LETTER

Who Runs the
World? Girls!

May is a special issue for us — one that feels both
deeply personal and widely shared. Our Ladies
Issue is a celebration of strength in all its forms,
and this year, I found myself reflecting on just
how expansive that strength truly is.

Strength isn’t one-size-fits-all. It shows up
in early mornings and late nights, in quiet sac-
rifices and bold decisions. It lives in the mothers

who pour endlessly into their families while still
holding onto their own dreams. It’s present in the

women building businesses from the ground up, taking risks, leading teams
and shaping the communities around them. And often, it’s found in those doing
both — balancing, adapting and persevering in ways that don’t always get the
recognition they deserve.

This issue is a tribute to those women. The ones who keep going when things
feeluncertain. The ones who lead with both gritand grace. The ones who redefine
what it means to “have it all” by creating lives that are meaningful to them — not
justimpressive on paper.

I also want to take a moment to express my gratitude to the incredible team
behind this publication. To Avery Ballmann, our editor, whose attention to detail
and commitment to storytelling continue to elevate every page. To Julia Ortiz,
our publication director, whose leadership and vision keep everything moving
forward with purpose. To Savanna Romano, our photographer, who brings each
story to life through her lens. And to Kate Williams, our writer, whose words
capture the heart of our community so beautifully. This issue, and every issue, is
stronger because of each of you.

To our readers, thank you for continuing to support and celebrate the women
in this community. My hope is that within these pages, you find inspiration,
encouragement and maybe even a reflection of your own strength.

Here’s to the women who show up, stand tall, and keep building — whatever that
may look like.

With gratitude,

KELLIE KREVOSKY, PUBLISHER
@NORTHLAKECITYLIFESTYLE

Visit our Instagram
& CITYLIFESTYLE.COM/NORTHLAKE @) @
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COMPLETE Service You Can Trust

COMPLETE

LANDSCULPTURE

WHY TRUST
COMPLETE LANDSCULPTURE?

' _- - | Since 1985, Complete Landsculpture has
been the top landscaping firm for many of

e Property Care & Mainten&nce
DFW's most exclusive properties.

e Landscape & Patio Construction
e Award-Winning Landscape Design

e DFW'’s Best Certified, Insured Crews

! e Best-in-Class Results, Everytime

e Complete Tree Care :5." ﬁ 469-817-5067

e Commercial Services |EIp~J7¥4 COMPLETELANDSCULPTURE.COM

e Pool Design & Installation

e Irrigation & Drainage [gl: lil




inside the issue

MAY 2026 | LADIES

Featured

1
16
22
30

Talula’s Party, Prom & Gift

A Stylish Space for Sisterhood

Let’s Go Girls!

Weekend Trip Itinerary to Boerne and San Antonio

Meet Our All-Women Team

Northlake CL Staff Highlights Their Job Roles, Role Models

Community Clothes Closet’s 13th
Annual Purse Auction

Nonprofit Sets $30,000 Fundraising Goal

On the Cover

Heather Bernal,
owner of Talula’s
Party, Prom & Gift

has made this
space more than
adress shop. It's
a place for women
and young girls to
feel confident and

find community.

Photography:
Savanna Romano

Departments

4 Lifestyle Letter

8  City Scene

10 Business Monthly

12 Local Limelight stvie « seauty
16 Travel Journal rravet

20  Career Advice ure + cuiture
22 Inspired By e+ cutture

30 OurTown Locat services

33 Realty Report reat estate

34 Events



1i3

PHYSIO

the R3 Difference

R3 Physio is thrilled to announce our new
location in Fort Worth/Alliance, bringing our

unique brand of holistic physical therapy closer
to you in Northlake and Argyle.

Personalized care for lasting relief: We address the root
cause of your pain, not just the symptomes.

Specialized treatments for active individuals: From
chronic pain to sports injuries, to dancer injuries, we
help you stay active and enjoy the lifestyle you love.

Advanced techniques, including visceral manipulation:
Discover a deeper level of healing and optimize your
body's performance. Improve your body’s drainage
pathways, discover underlying reasons to why nagging
pain did not get better.

Ready to reclaim your well-being?

Visit us at our new location: 4324 Heritage Trace Pkwy, Suite 810, Fort Worth, TX 76244
www.r3physio.com | 817.221.8248 | @ G@r3physio
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Inner-Radiance-Wellness.com
@inner_radiance_spa_tx

2650 FM 407, Ste 105,
Bartonville, TX 76226

MAY 2026 | CITYLIFESTYLE.COM/NORTHLAKE 7



MAY 2026

CIty scene

WHERE NEIGHBORS CAN SEE AND BE SEEN
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1: Join us in welcoming Kim Taylor from KTREG Realty as our new partner! 2: Tom Thumb opened its doors in Northlake in early March. 3: Little

Joe’s Farmstead was decked out for Easter! 4: Golden hour at the Quandary Kitchen & Market. 5: Avery Ballmann taking photos of Savanna

Romano for Denton City Lifestyle at The Olana. 6: A dozen eggs from M7 Homestead Acre in Argyle. 7: Chief Development Officer with Giving
Grace, Samantha Sims, receiving the March issue!

Want to be seen in the magazine?

TAG YOUR INSTAGRAM PHOTOS WITH @NORTHLAKECITYLIFESTYLE

8  CITY SCENE



Receive a FREE inspection
and this great offer.
* Applicable to new annual service agreement.

LETS MARE YOUR
MOMENTS
UNFORGETTABLE

SCAN ME!
5

WE GROW
H/APPINESS

From Seed to Celebration

o Brandi@bosserhouseblooms.com

(P Bosserhouse Blooms

We believe in the power of blooms to bring
joy, beauty, and connection to everyday life
and to life’s most meaningful moments.

From our field to your hands, every bouquet
is crafted with care and intention. Whether
you're celebrating, gifting, or simply
bringing fresh flowers into your home, we're
honored to be part of it.

Weddings
Showers & Parties
Corporate Events

Floral Subscriptions

E— A unique Summer Camp experience

New Song School of the Arts - Argyle, TX

MUSIC | THEATRE | ART

Half-Day, Full-Day, & Extended-Day Options

[8] | for children ages 4-17
M —

n 'd4 NSS0TA.com/CAMPS

Follow 5 o socis! masdial
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business monthly

A ROUNDUP OF NEWS FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES

Inner Radiance Wellness & Aesthetics

Melt your aches and pains away at Inner Radiance Wellness & Aesthetics! Inner
Radiance specializes in non-invasive techniques like LED therapies, body
contouring and massage to help you move and feel your best. Take their initial
consultation to find out which treatment is right for you. Join us in celebrating
their grand opening on May 2nd!

[ e
Scan to read more

Square Cow Moovers

Moving soon? Contact Square Cow Moovers and take the Bull out of moving!
This family-owned business started right here in Texas. They specialize in
moving everything from businesses to pianos! They really are the Moovers
with Manners!

Photography by Square Cow Moovers

WE DELIVE

ALLTHINGS HOBB‘{

Not your average box store. Family owned & operated.
Pet food & Supplies | Lawn and Garden | Hay | Feed | Bedding | Live poultry
Animal health & Bee Equipment | Organic & Soy Free Non GMO Feed

“"%3 ame 3105 Fort Worth Dr, Denton | 940-891-0100 | www.dandldenton.com

10 BUSINESS MONTHLY
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Talula’s Party,
Prom & Gift

A STYLISH SPACE FOR SISTERHOOD

Owner, Heather Bernal, fluffing out a formal dress.

Talula’s Party, Prom & Gift is a Southern, feminine and fun bou-
tique offering special occasion attire for ladies of all ages. We
spoke with owner, Heather Bernal, to learn about how her busi-
ness is creating a space for women and girls to connect.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE TALULA'S PARTY, PROM & GIFT?
Talula’s is a special place. From the moment you walk in, it
feels different. We treat every customer like family and want each
woman or girl to walk out with a dress they truly love, feeling
more confident, lighter and happier than when she walked in.

WHAT SERVICES DO YOU PROVIDE?

We provide clothing for every occasion: gala, homecoming,
prom and more. We like to say that any time you have an occa-
sion that you need a dress, we’re your girls. We also work with
a local seamstress to alter your items within one to two weeks.
Above all, we provide joyful service, and that’s big in today’s
world. That’s the service I’'m most proud of.

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO START THIS BUSINESS?

I was laid off in the fall of 2023. In the moment, I felt shock,
sadness and panic, but also an overwhelming sense of peace
that God was going to take care of me. I know my value and my
work ethic, so my husband and I prayed about it. One day, we
were driving when my husband suggested opening a dress shop.
We had been thinking about what our community needed, and
that was the answer God gave us.

ARTICLE BY KATE WILLIAMS | PHOTOGRAPHY BY SAVANNA ROMANO

12 LOCAL LIMELIGHT | STYLE + BEAUTY



BEYOND RETAIL, TALULA’S IS ALSO
FOCUSED ON COMMUNITY-BUILDING.
CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT TALULA’S
SOCIETY AND HOW THAT BEGAN?

After COVID, I wanted to focus on cre-
ating social opportunities for women and
our youth, because we were so isolated.
Talula’s Social Club brings people together
to dress up and enjoy conversation. It’s all
about making girls feel loved, important
and special.

WHAT ARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE
SOCIAL EVENTS THAT YOU’VE COOR-
DINATED? ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC
MOMENTS OF CONNECTION THAT
STAND OUT TO YOU?

One of my favorites is our sorority rush
event. College sorority girls come in and
share their experiences with high school
and incoming college freshmen girls. It’s a
great opportunity for them to learn about
the rush process and make connections at
the school they’re attending.

YOU ALSO HAVE AN AMBASSADOR
PROGRAM. CAN YOU SHARE MORE
DETAILS ON THAT?

Each homecoming and prom season,
we look for girls who are involved in their
school and community and align with our
brand. The girls we select share content
on social media and in exchange receive
a discount for their participation. Season
after season, it’s a great opportunity for
the girls to connect and build friendships,
while spreading the word about Talula’s.

DO YOU ONLY SERVICE THE DALLAS-
FORT WORTH AREA?

Absolutely not. We serve girls and
women from all over, in DFW and beyond.
We strive to be a yearly tradition, so
whether you’re coming in from Oklahoma,
Arkansas or any other area, our hope is
that every year our customers think, 'We
had such a great experience when we were
in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, we’re going
to go back to Talula’s.

CONTINUED >

Talula’s showroom is filled with bright colors and positive
affirmations to make their customers feel comfortable and special.

“Entrepreneurship is a seven day a
week, 24 hours a day commitment,
and I couldn’t do this without the
support of my husband and family.”

MAY 2026 | CITYLIFESTYLE.COM/NORTHLAKE 13



“We like to say that any
time you have an occasion
that you need a dress, we're
your girls ... Above all, we
provide joyful service, and
that’s big in today’s world.
That’s the service 'm most
proud of.”

Heather Bernal inside of her store.
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In addition to dresses, Talula's provides unique gifts for any occasion.

LOOKING BACK, WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU SHARE WITH
WOMEN LOOKING TO START THEIR
OWN BUSINESS?

I went into this blindly, but I would do it all over again. While it
canbeastruggle, being a business owner is incredibly rewarding. It’s
also a way for women to have something for themselves, especially
moms and wives who are often caring for everyone else.

I tell women who are thinking of opening a boutique to start with
a pop-up shop to get their feet wet. Make sure you’re physically and
mentally able to be all-in every day, and that you have a great support
system. Entrepreneurship is a seven day a week, 24 hours a day com-
mitment, and I couldn’t do this without the support of my husband
and family.
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_ MORE HAPPY, less hassle

NO DOWN PAYMENT TO BOOK

Call today and use

this code to save! NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED

S B E - :‘E
CLESHIE NO CANCELLATION FEES %hf‘;}-l,
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*Eligible on full-home moves only. ‘ NO HIDDEN FEES E%_h -

Learn More!

MATTHEW HUMMINGBIRD
»« mhummingbird@squarecowmoovers.com

<. 817.716.9131 NO BULL

Where kids build strength,

confidence, and joy! s

Non-competitive
gumnastics

Birthdays and Seasonal {
camps alse auailable! :

Sean mae for a FREE
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Exterior of the Hotel Emma in San Antonio, Texas.

Go Girls!

Weekend Trip Itinerary to Boerne and San Antonio

ARTICLE BY KATIE PECARO | PHOTOGRAPHY BY HOTEL EMMA, SUNNY’S ALL DAY

16 TRAVEL JOURNAL | TRAVEL



Cheers to the perfect girls' weekend away. Pack your
bags with coordinating outfits and sunnies because
we are blending small-town charm in Boerne with ele-
vated city experiences at The Pearl Historic Districtin
San Antonio.

Depart Northlake in the morning, coffee in hand
from Tin Star Coffee, and enjoy the Hill Country views
onyour peaceful drive. Your first stopisalocal Boerne
favorite known for their delicious, gigantic cinnamon
rolls. The Richter Bakhaus serves warm, oversized
rolls - best shared with friends.

From there, settle into an exceptional late brunch
at Sunny's All Day Brunch and Bar. Opt for the patio
which overlooks the river. Share a mimosa tower
and enjoy a variety of breakfast classics like waffles,
poached eggs and crepes.

Spend the afternoon wandering around Boerne’s
Main Street; there's a variety of boutiques and vin-
tage shops. You’ll want to check out The Pearl Antler,
Hey Love, Celeste and Ella Blue. And for beauti-
fully restored vintage antiques, pop into Flashback
Funtiques with functioning glass soda bottle
machines and pinball machines. Don't forget to take
pictures at the scenic Boerne sign.

Once you've explored Main Street, make your way
to San Antonio, where you will check-in to the five-
star, two Michelin Key hotel, Hotel Emma.

Hotel Emma was lovingly restored and is a historic
setting with a luxury, boutique feel. Another fabu-
lous option would be the Thompson San Antonio -
Riverwalk. This modern hotel has a lounge vibe, and a
large pool deck with seasonal DJs.

Unpack and prepare for dinner. Start with cocktails
at Sternewirth’s, a unique hotel bar that pays hom-
age to its brewing roots. Then keep it easy and walk
to dinner nearby. For dinner, Ladino offers a vibrant
Mediterranean menu, while Southerleigh Fine Food
& Brewery delivers elevated Southern cuisine with a
Michelin Bib Gourmand distinction.

After a restful night, partake in a peaceful day
at the spa. To begin this day of rest, Hotel Emma’s
room service will deliver you a complimentary coffee
followed by a short walk for pastries or seasonal
fruit at the Bakery Lorraine at The Pearl. Grab and
go because you're going to walk around the amazing
farmers market, which is open on weekend mornings.

From there, transition to your comfy clothes and
a slower pace at Loma de Vida Spa & Wellness or the
Omni Mokara - both offering relaxation areas and
amenities, where you can be pampered and melt the
stress of life away.

CONTINUED >

Briinch spread at Sunny'sA
Brunch and Bar in.Boerne, Texas:

- -

and Bar espresso mat

Sunny All Day’s Brul
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After spa time, head to the Elsewhere Garden Bar
& Kitchen foravery entertaining and casual evening,
colorful places for your Insta photos and interesting
drinks. For a more elevated evening experience,
head to a rooftop bar like The Moon’s Daughter at
the Thompson. Savor delicious mezzes and toast
each other with your craft cocktails while taking in
the skyline as the city transitions into night.

On your final day of your road trip, maybe try a
Pilates class, brunch togetherand then alittle last
dose of shopping. Explore the Pullman Market
right at The Pearl - a thoughtfully curated market
space perfect for an easy stroll together.

After checkout, spend the afternoon immers-
ing yourself in the rich culture of this city. Take a

San Antonio has several wonderful
dining spots for an evening meal.

18 TRAVEL JOURNAL | TRAVEL

river cruise, walk to the San Antonio Museum of
Art, visit one of the many missionsin San Antonio,
or experience the Japanese Tea Garden. And you
can't leave town on an empty stomach, delight
in a late lunch of Mexican cuisine at iconic and
vibrant Mi Tierra Cafe y Panaderia.

As you make your way back to Northlake, put
onyour road trip playlist, settle into the drive and
take in the beauty of Hill Country. Cheers ladies!

Katie Pecaro is a local travel consultant with
KK Travels Worldwide. She lives in the Dripping
Springs area and would love to help you plan your
next road trip or vacation. Reach her at Katie.
pecaro@kktww.com. This article is in partner-
ship with Dripping Springs City Lifestyle.




BUILDING WITH INTEGRITY,

Verde Outdoors is an international award-winning, Luxury Pool and outdoor living environment builder based in Roanoke, TX.

NEW POOL CONSTRUCTION | POOL RENOVATIONS | OUTDOOR LIVING ENVIRONMENTS | OUTDOOR KITCHENS & FIRE FEATURES

verdeoutdoors.com | 940.600.9926

|| ‘ ‘ ke
CELEBRATE OUR

1ST YEAR!

Jain us for an Open House to celebrate
odir 1-ypear annivarsary and the grand MEET OUR DOCTORS!
opening of our brand-new, dedicated -
dog and cat wings!

EVENT DETAILS
st Healthcare

made simple

Health = Medicare » Life
Insurance

™ May 1otk | 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
*3  Tour the Kow ODog & Cat Wings
¥ See Oui Desticated Exntics Exam Roam
T/Prizes & Geeeaways
Light Refreshments

Affordable coverage for
individuals, families & small
businesses. Lea Ann Cumming
Licenised Haalth inturance Brokes
+/ Free consultations
+ Policy reviews available

@ @ CONTACT ME )

B 360bsa.com
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ARTICLE BY KALI KASORZYK
PHOTOGRAPHY PROVIDED

From Side Hust
to Style Empire

The power of taste, trust, and the courage to “just start.”

She didn’t have a business plan, a media budget, or even a name anyone could pronounce. What Becky Hillyard had was taste, a
young family, and the instinct to just start. Today, her lifestyle brand Cella Jane commands an audience the size of Vogue’s, she’s
nine collections strong with Splendid, and she’s built it all while raising three kids — refusing to sacrifice one for the other. In an
exclusive conversation for the Share the Lifestyle podcast, Becky shares what it really takes to build a brand, a career, and a life
you love. Read the highlights below, then scan the QR code for the full conversation.

Q: WHEN DID YOU KNOW CELLA JANE WAS MORE THAN A HOBBY?

A: Two moments. Women started emailing me saying they bought something I rec-
ommended and felt amazing — asking me to help them find a dress for a wedding. That i
felt incredible. Then I looked at my affiliate numbers for one month and realized I
could cover our mortgage. I thought, I can actually do this. I never set out to build a
business. I started it because I genuinely loved it.

o

Becky in Splendid x @.QéllaJaneBlog
Spring 2026 Collection :

2() CAREER ADVICE | LIFE + CULTURE




Becky in.Splendid x @CellaJaneBlog
Spring 2026 Collection

Q: WHAT WAS THE BIGGEST RISK YOU EVER TOOK
WITH THE BRAND?

A: Designing my own collection. It’s easy to point at items on a
website and say I love these. But to create something from scratch,
putyour name onit, and wait to see if people connect with it — that’s
terrifying. I had an incredible partner in Splendid, and women loved
the pieces. It was the biggest risk and the biggest accomplishment.

Q: HOW HAS INFLUENCER MARKETING CHANGED
SINCE YOU STARTED?

A: When I started, brands didn’t know whether to take it seri-
ously. Now it’s a legitimate line item in their marketing budgets
— sometimes bigger than TV. Because what we’ve built is trust.
People trust a real recommendation from someone they follow
far more than a commercial. There’s no question about it now.

Q: YOU'RE A MOM OF THREE RUNNING A FULL BRAND.
WHAT DOES YOUR DAY ACTUALLY LOOK LIKE?

A:1try to get up at five and not hit snooze — that first hour before
the house wakes up is the most productive, most peaceful hour of
my day. Thenit’s all hands on deck with the kids and school drop-off.
After thatI work — planning content, connecting with my team, edit-
ing. After pickup, the day shifts completely and it’s all about them.
I’ve learned to protect both halves fiercely, because both matter.

Share the
LIFESTYLE

PODCAST

FEATURING
BECKY HILLYARD

The brand millions follow. Hear
how it really started. Scan for
the full conversation.

Q: WHAT WOULD YOU TELL SOMEONE WHO WANTS TO
BUILD SOMETHING OF THEIR OWN BUT KEEPS WAITING?

A:Don’t wait. Don’t wait for the perfect camera, the right strat-
egy, or enough followers. We find every excuse to stay comfort-
able. Just start, be consistent, and be authentically yourself. The
right people will find you — and they’ll stay.

This conversation is just the beginning. Becky goes deeper on
the risks that almost stopped her, the design process behind her
latest Splendid collection, and what she’d tell her 2012 self today.
Scan the QR code for the full, exclusive City Lifestyle interview on
the Share the Lifestyle Podcast.

“Trust is the only
metric that actually
compounds.”

— Becky Hillyard

MAY 2026 | CITYLIFESTYLE.COM/NORTHLAKE 21



NORTHLAKE CL STAFF HIGHLIGHTS

THEIR JOB ROLES, ROLE MODELS

Kellie, pictured with her

grandmother’s portraits

at Aromas on Oak. % -
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ARTICLE BY NORTHLAKE CITY LIFESTYLE STAFF

PHOTOGRAPHY BY SAVANNA ROMANO
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My name is Kellie Krevosky, and I’m the owner and
publisher of Northlake City Lifestyle. At my core, I feel
Iamaconnector bringing together the incredible peo-
ple, businesses and stories that make this community
special. When I’'m not working with our team to create
each issue, yow’ll find me around town meeting with
owners and community members. Hearing people’s
stories and learning about their passions is truly the
best part of my job.

I grew up in the Houston area before moving up
here to attend the University of North Texas. One of
my grandmothers lived in Lantana, and during those
years, I often drove back and forth between Denton
and Argyle on the weekends. I’ve had the unique privi-
lege of watching this community grow and evolve.

“TWORK HARD TO MAKE
FEACH ISSUE SOMETHING
THAT WOULD MAKE
THEM PROUD.”

Two of the most important influences in my life are my
grandmothers, Mary Anne and Lilian. Though they have both
passed away, I still feel their impact every single day. They
were strong, beautiful women who showed me what it means
to be confident, kind and unapologetically yourself. What I
admired most was that neither was afraid to speak their mind.
They knew their worth, and yet, were always ready to lend a
hand to someone in need.

In many ways, everything I do is for them. Northlake City
Lifestyle is exactly the kind of magazine they would have loved
to receive in their mailbox, and I work hard to make each issue
something that would make them proud.

CONTINUED >
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KELLIE BROUGHT ME
ON AS PUBLICATION
DIRECTOR BECAUSE I AM
A JACK-OF-ALL-TRADES
WHO CAN ACCOMPLISH
JUST ABOUT ANYTHING.
MY FLEXIBILITY IS ONE
OF THE THINGS THAT
MAKE ME GOOD AT

MY JOB, AND IT’S ALSO
WHAT I LIKE MOST
ABOUT IT.

24 INSPIRED BY | LIFE + CULTURE

Julia relies on her
planner to help
herself and the team
run smoothly.

Julia Ortiz is our
publication director.

I’m Julia Ortiz, and I am the publication director! Kellie brought me
on as publication director because I am a jack-of-all-trades who can
accomplish just about anything. My flexibility is one of the things that
make me good at my job, and it’s also what I like most about it.. I get to
use a different set of my skills and help everyone I work with reach their
goals within the magazine.

My background is in education, and I am currently working on my
second master’s online at Lindenwood University. Iam used to being on
the other side of publishing as I have multiple academic articles pub-
lished. I enjoy being on the administrative side of publishing and seeing
the work that makes it possible.

My role model has always been my aunt, Dr. Sandra Jean Wetzel. She
retired from teaching Chinese art history in California and has always
encouraged me to chase my dreams. Higher education is never easy, but
she is always there on my toughest days cheering me on! When I need a
fresh perspective whether with writing or a problem I am having, she
always has a new outlook. My aunt has always challenged the main-
stream as a woman in higher education and I hope to follow the same
path one day.



My name is Avery Ballmann and I'm the
editor! I coordinate our freelance writers and
photographers and use their amazing work to
design the publication. I love discovering the
whacky, heart felt anecdotes of Northlake and its
surrounding areas. It’s a joy to make these word-
of-mouth stories into print.

My friend and role model, Makayla Smith, and
I go way back; I met her at her freshman year
band camp, we both played the trumpet, and we
both wished we could forget that we did. I always
admired Makayla’s wisdom, even though she was
the youngest between us. She always carries her-
self with grace and it took a long time for that qual-
ity to finally rub off on me.

When Kellie emailed about interviewing me
for the editor role last November, Makayla was in
town to visit me. She eagerly left for a coffee shop
so I could interview at home and let me debrief
everything over dinner. This is just one story of
how she is fiercely supportive and never makes
me feel bad about pursuing a goal. Makayla has
seen me receive job rejections, accomplish mile-
stones, good and bad relationships, successes
and so many other stages of life, yet she is still my
friend and I am still hers. So thank you, Makayla,
for inspiring me to be a better version of myself
and for your endless support.

CONTINUED >

Avery Ballmann is our editor.

Makayla Smith and Avery have
been friends for over seven years.

“I LOVE DISCOVERING
THE WHACKY, HEART
FELT ANECDOTES
OF NORTHLAKE AND
ITS SURROUNDING

AREAS. IT'SAJOY TO
MAKE THESE WORD-
OF-MOUTH STORIES
INTO PRINT.
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Savanna Romano is our
staff photographer.

Savanna and her mother,
lanie Romano.

“HER KINDNESS
ISSOMETHING I
DEEPLY ADMIRE;
SHE CHOOSES
KINDNESS IN
EVERY SITUATION
AND HAS A WAY
OF MAKING
EVERYONE

FEEL SEEN.”
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I’m Savanna Romano, the official photographer for this publication.
My role is to capture photos that tell the stories of our incredible cli-
ents and bring each feature to life in a meaningful way. I strive to cre-
ate images that feel genuine and reflect the heart behind every story.
My favorite part of thisrole is the diversity of the people and moments
I get to experience, no shoot is ever the same, and each one leaves an
impact on me.

I’ve been doing photography for as long as I can remember. I was
homeschooled most of mylife,and since graduating high schoolin2021,
I've been blessed to pursue freelance photography full-time, including
teaching a photography class for two years at a christian academy.

My biggest role model is my momma, my rock, my safe place, my con-
stant guide. She has always led me in the right direction, especially in
my faith and relationship with Jesus. Her kindness is something I deeply
admire; she chooses kindness in every situation and has a way of making
everyone feel seen. She challenges me to be kinder even when it’s diffi-
cult, and constantly pushes me to grow into a better version of myself.
Every morning she starts with her Bible and coffee, grounding her for
the day ahead. She is also one of my biggest supporters. Always shar-
ing my work, helping with my shoots and offering creative insight that
somehow understands my vision perfectly.



My name is Kate Williams, and I'm a
freelancewriter, where I get to tell stories about
the people shaping and strengthening our
community. My favorite part of the role is sitting
down with locals who are making a difference
and learning what drives them. It’s fulfilling
turning those conversations into stories that
highlight their impact and inspire others.

I started writing in school at the University of
Texas at Austin, where I studied public relations
and journalism, while writing for my school news-
paper’s Life and Arts section. After graduating,
I started my career in content marketing in the
tech industry. While I enjoy that work, it’s been
extremely meaningful to return to creating more
human-centered stories.

I feel confident pursuing new opportunities
like freelance writing because of my best friend,
Elecia. We met as teammates on our middle
school basketball team, and from the begin-
ning, she pushed me to be better. From layup
lines to schoolwork to applying for full-time
jobs, she has always seen potential in me, even
when I couldn’t see it myself. She’s an amazing
accountability partner who has never let me give
less than one hundred percent. This encourage-
ment and belief in me has shaped how I show up,
both professionally and personally. Throughout
every season of my life, she has seen me for who
Iam and who I can become. No matter where life
takes me or what path I choose next, I’'m reas-
sured knowing she will always be cheering me on.

Special thanks to Aromas on Oak for letting us
use their space for our photo shoot.

Kate and Elecia have been
friends since middle school.

Kate Williams is
freelance writer.

our X L l . ¥

“IT’S FULFILLING
TURNING THOSE
CONVERSATIONS
INTO STORIES
THAT HIGHLIGHT
THEIR IMPACT AND
INSPIRE OTHERS.”
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Celebraté Mother’s E)a“ !

Close the laptop. It can wait.

This May, we’re celebrating the women who do it all. Business owners. Leaders. Problem-solvers. Moms.

At By The Books, we support women-owned small businesses all year long—keeping your financials

organized, accurate, and off your plate so you can focus on what matters most. Stop spending your nights
and weekends catching up, and start enjoying the life you’re working so hard to build. Support that lasts

B Y T H E B O O K S longer than a holiday—because your business runs year-round.

Your Virtual Accounting Department www.ByTheBooks.biz | Info@ByTheBooks.biz | @BookeepingByTheBooks
Serving Small Businesses, Nonprofits & Churches

o StateFarm’

Good neighbors make
the difference

Being a good neighbor means being there for my
community, As your local State Farm® agent,

I'm ready to help whenever you need me.

Give me a call.

We are excited to announce our new partnership
with City Lifestyle. Please stay tuned over the
coming months for updates on the sponsorships
and community initiatives we

will be proudly supporting.

Ruth Shannon

Agent

2900 Long Prainie Road, Suite A
Flower Mound, TX 750224954
Bus: 97 2-355-4000

wiww. babyruth.biz
ruth@babyruth. biz

StateFarm
Hablamos Espanol. Bloomington, IL
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o Nuisanee Wildlife
o Trapping Removal
= Bird Yest Hemaval
*  Spake Removal

 Wildlife Repellents

F()i'll[}" 9/ M(%ﬁ - Jolutions

SCAN ME!

e Rodent Eviction

Exclusion- Home Seal
Gronnl Level Exclusion
Rird Prevention

Snake Prevention

Goreal cxperience! Maggic was very
Triemally ol Iekplol seleduling (e
service and Satluan did an awesome joh
for a greal price. | woukl definbtely
recommendl Useir services.

KTREG

REAL ESTATE

HELPING YOU NAVIGATE

all) you vead) estae weedy

Kim Taylor

Broker | Owner

® 817.269.6221
B kimtaylor@ktreg.homes
® ktreg.homes

leresa’s House

Assisted Living | Memory Care Village

|-
v
A

Family Review

Jennifer M.

My grandmother has been a resident at
Teresa's House for about 2 months now.
- They are kind, attentive and informative. ‘ .
" We have had some special circumstances &
= with my grandmother, and they have
worked with us and been so patient.
Grandma LOVES her new home and her
new neighbors. Thank you, Teresa's House, |
for allowing my grandmother to navigate
her new diagnoses with dignity. B

Call to Schedule Your Private Tour today!

940-514-6908
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COMMUNITY Clothes
Closet’s ANNUAL
PURSE Auction

Gwen St Clair (left) gnd Joanna Johnson (right).
Nonprofit Sets $30,000 Fundraising Goal e jf

ARTICLE BY KATE WILLIAMS I =0
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SAVANNA ROMANO X J

For many families, something as basic as clothing is not guar-
anteed. Community Clothes Closet works to provide these
essentials, offering warmth and confidence to anyone who walks
through their doors.

As anonprofit, Community Clothes Closet relies on public sup-
port through donations, volunteers and fundraisers. With cloth-
ing costs continuing to rise, the need has only grown. Luckily,
their most anticipated fundraising event of the year is right
around the corner on June 6.

The annual purse auction is a beloved local event where
attendees can bid on new or “barely-loved” handbags.
Community Clothes Closet will auction off purses to fundraise
for their back-to-school program.

“This is an event for sisters, mothers and friends to come
together,” Executive Director of Community Clothes Closet, Joanna
Johnson said. “My motto is to always have fun as we're fundraising.”

Funds raised go directly toward purchasing essential back-to-
school items, such as new socks, underwear and shoes. The orga-
nization has set an ambitious goal of $30,000 for this year’s event.

“We set a goal of $20,000. We reached it. We set a goal for
$25,000. We reached it,” Johnson said. “With prices increasing,
everything is so expensive. We could easily use $30,000.”

For those unable to attend, an online auction will take place
the week before with more than 100 purses.

Community Clothes Closet will auction off purses

to fundraise for their back-to-school program.
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Fundraisers have been continuing to sup-
port their mission of providing free clothing
to families and individuals in need since 2012.
Whether it’s an outfit for a job interview,
back-to-school shoes, or a warm winter coat,
Community Clothes Closet makes sure that
no one goes without.

Johnson started the organization after
identifying a need in the community as par-
ent-teacher association chairman.

“I was working in the school’s clothes
closet, but it only served those children,”
Johnson said. “If a person in elementary
school needs clothes, then their whole family
needs clothes.”

CONTINUED >

aE an bid or

ved" handbags

This is Community Clothes Closet’s
13th Annual Purse Auction.

Aside from purses, Community Clothe.
Closet provides shoes and othe
clothing items to the community.

MAY 2026 | CITYLIFESTYLE.COM/NORTHLAKE

31



32

Now, Community Clothes Closet welcomes families
from over 60 communities once a week by appoint-
ment to “shop” for clothing. The space is intentionally
designed to feel more like a department store than a
donation center.

“We try really hard to make it feel like they're having
ashoppingday,” Executive Coordinator of Community
Clothes Closet, Gwen St Clair said. “We want it to be a
place of dignity.”

That sense of dignity matters, especially for the
women they serve.

“Our heart for our female clients is to provide styl-
ish clothing that builds confidence,” Johnson said.
“We strive to create a welcoming experience where
women can shop comfortably, as if they’re browsing
their sister’s closet.”

Beyond families, the closet serves those rebuilding
their lives after hardship, partnering with women’s
shelters and recovery programs to help individuals
through difficult transitions. They also support moth-
ers trying to provide for their children, leaving an
immediate and emotional impact. Johnson recalled an
instance when ayoungboy tried on a new pair of shoes
and was shocked to find them in a box.

“It really touched me because he had never experi-
enced that,” she said. “Since then, we made it a mission
to continue to give new shoes in a box to any student
that comes in and needs them.”

Community Clothes Closet is about connection,
helping families feel seen, supported and valued. Each
month, they give thousands of pieces of clothing items
to those in need, and it wouldn’t be possible without
the support of volunteers.

If you can’t support monetarily, community mem-
bers can help stock, organize and hang clothing at
the entirely volunteer-run store on Wednesdays from
8 a.m. to noon.

“This is a place where people can bring their items
and know that it's going to make a difference in peo-
ple's homes and their families,” St Clair said.

OUR TOWN | LOCAL SERVICES

Joanna Johnson (left) and
Gwen St Clair (right) inside
of Texas Patina Boutique.

Save the Date

Community Clothes Closet’s Annual Purse Auction funds
back-to-school essentials like new socks and underwear
for children.

The fundraiser features a live auction of 50 purses,
along with an online silent auction of more than 100
purses in the week leading up to the event.

Guests can also enjoy a complimentary brunch
included with their ticket. Admission is $15 and can be
purchased online or at the door, though the event has
sold out in past years.

Join the event on June 6 at Denton County Cowboy
Church, 400 Robinson Road, Ponder, Texas, from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. to help Community Clothes Closet reach its
$30,000 fundraising goal.



realty report

A SAMPLE OF RECENTLY SOLD PROPERTIES IN THE NORTHLAKE AREA.

NEIGHBORHOOD ORIGINAL PRICE SOLD PRICE %SOLD/ORIG DOM BDRMS BATHS
Argyle $545,000 $538,000 98% 40 4 3
Denton $375,000 $370,000 98% 44 3 2
Flower Mound $650,000 $639,000 99% 26 4 3
Justin $410,000 $389,000 100% 128 4 2
Northlake $550,000 $500,000 97% 93 4 3
Ponder $393,000 $370,000 99% 63 4 3
Canyon Falls $600,000 $550,000 97% 110 4 3
Country Lakes $465,000 $454,000 97% 42 3 2
Harvest $500,000 $480,000 98% 85 4 3
Pecan Square $492,000 $478,000 97% 63 4 3
Robson Ranch $612,000 $605,000 98% 82 2 3
The Ridge $674,000 $662,500 98% 105 5 4

Information obtained from the NTREIS Multiple Listing Service. The numbers you see are based on the statistical median of the data collected from September 2025 for each neighborhood.

For the 12th year in a row, real estate tops America’s favorite
investments—37% rank it #1, far ahead of stocks at 16%. And
investors are acting on it, buying 13% of all homes sold in 2024.
Why? A rental delivers steady rent, growing equity, long-term appreciation, tax perks,
and the power of leverage—returns other assets can’t match.

But not every property pays off. Success starts with knowing what to look for.

Scan the QR code to have the smart investor’s checklist. Scan the QR code
to learn more.

Deb Siefkin
940.368.1013

rightsizerealtyassociates.com .AV R] ghts] A=)

S30CIATES

12117 Willet Wy, Denton, Texas 76207
@ debsiefkinrealtor

The only way to know exactly what your home might sell for is to consult with a real estate specialist in your area of the Metroplex! RightSize Realty Associates, LLC specializes in THIS CORNER of Denton County!
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HAIL REPAIR

ROOF  AUTO

After a storm hits, you have a lot of
people knocking on your door, all of
them making big promises. How do
you know who to trust for your
hail-damaged ROOF or AUTO?

Here’s what sets us apart: we're a
true LOCAL company. Our owner lives
right here in Flower Mound, and we
serve a three hour radius around
DFW.

With us, you’re not just getting a roof
or auto hail repair - you’re getting
peace of mind from a neighbor who’s
committed to doing it right.

o AT

Call David at
817.718.0943

5501 Egg Farm Rd. - Ste 900
Keller, TX 76244

stormhailrepair.com
david@stormhailrepair.com
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A SELECTION OF UPCOMING

LOCAL EVENTS

EVERY FRIDAY

Breakfast & Bingo

96 McMakin Road, Bartonville, TX |
8:00 AM

Bring your daubers and an appetite
for The Bartonville Store’s Breakfast
& Bingo event! This event is hosted
every Friday and begins at 9:30 a.m. All
food proceeds will go to the dedicat-
ed nonprofit of that week! Breakfast
will be served starting at 8 a.m.

MAY 1ST-3RD

NASCAR Tripleheader

3545 Lone Star Circle, Fort Worth,
TX/2:30 PM

Texas Motor Speedway is hosting a NA-
SCARTripleheader race weekend on May
1-3! Enjoy the free entertainment in the
fan zone, live music, photo opportuni-
ties and some really fast cars. To pur-
chase tickets, visit their website,https:/
www.texasmotorspeedway.com.

MAY 10TH

Mother’s Day Brunch

100 W. Oak St., Denton, TX |

10:00 AM

Take mom to a delicious brunch at
Mexican Oak located in Denton Town
Square! They will be open at 10 a.m.
and are serving bottomless mimosas
for $25.

Want to be featured?
GET IN TOUCH AT
CITYLIFESTYLE.COM/
NORTHLAKE



One of a Kind jewelry, crafted to reflect your story

@ljartisgnchgsign s«

LJ Artisan
Designs

Our May collection is available--just in time
for Mother’s Day.

Join LJ Insiders at LJArtisanDesigns.com for
early access.

Gift certificates available.




Relationship

Banking
At Its Best

Do you know a student,
community member,
neighbor, or anyone
who exemplifies local
excellence?

Please contact us so
we can spread the

love and highlight the
relationships that make
all the difference!

(972) 318-1060 | lamarnationalbank.com
‘ I AM A R 100 Plaza Place Suite 100, Northlake
Deplent Lobby: M-F 9am to 4pm

”‘ NATI ONAL B;ANK Drive Through: 8am to 5pm



